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Princess is Glad f KANSAS NEGROES OREGON TO DEDICATE HIGHGWAY JUNE 7;
CROWNED HEADS INVITED TO ATTENDSHE ASKED FOR S5 KAISER TO YIELD? BRYAN WIRES

CONGRESS TO

BEATWILSON

Urges Members to Issue Warn-

ing to Americans.

GERMANS

WITHIN 5

MILES OF

m FORT

Take 7,000 More Prisoners;
Brings Total to 10,000.
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Columbia Hirer Highway winding through gorge.

The beautiful Columbia River Highway in Oregon is to receive its dedi-
cation on June 7, and the crowned heads of Europe, as well as the president
of the United States, have been invited to attend the ceremonies. The high-
way leads out of Portland and extends through the gorge of the Columbia
river. The first forty miles was built at a cost of $50,000 per mile.

Today Occupy Six Towns Be-

fore Verdun.

FRENCH GUNS CHECK DRIYE

l'ause Temporary as Teutons
Defend Sew Position.

Joffre Now at Front to Meet
Enemy War Lord.

CONSTANT BATTLING IN AIR

Aeroplane Fleets Clash Fierce-

ly Above Field.

Paris Confident Enemy Cannot!
Penetrate Defenses.

London, Feb. 25. By a bat- -
tering assault, the Germans nave
smashed their w ay torwara on an
eight mile front, capturing 8ix

... , , - -- rvillages ana xarms norm oi v ei-r- un

and taking thousands of
prisoners, Berlin reported this
afternoon

Not only the French wings but
the French center has been hurl--
ed back to within six miles of j

Verdun, the German war office
reported. The crown prince has.
stormed and taken the heights
of Champ Neuville, barely five
miles from Verdun, in a bend of
the Meuse river.

The fiermans today claim capture of
Champ Neuville, Cotellette, Marmont,
Beaumont, Chambrette and Ornea, vil-
lager or croups of farms extending in
a line east from the Meuse and leas
than two miles from the Verdun forts.

The French center. Berlin reported.

I auvemont. and the wings crippled
under heavy German attacks.

lrenrh leady for 'Eni.
The offlcoal statement from the

French war office, while claiming that
the German Verdun offensive is being
halted, practically admits the capture
of Champ Neuville, Beaumont. Ornes
and villages and farms between them.

"We are organizing new positions
behind Keaumont on the heights of
ChRITlD N'eUS'ille and SOUtb, of OniPl''

BIG SANTA FE GAIN

ise fiain American
"Mrs." Once More

New York, Feb. 26. -- It is good to
be an American again. Good, plain
American 'Mrs.' is the best title I ev?r
hope to hold. My divorce has made
me happier than I have been for many,
many months."

Mo the Princess Evelyn Engaliicheff
declared today. Her divorce, granting
full separation from her husband-rtrinc- e

has been made absolute. All
day today there was a sort of cele-

bration going on in the princess'
apartments.

"Very soon now I shall bring my
boy to this country," she said. "I
want him educated as American boys
always are. My children are to be
Americans."

KAN. OIL RATE UP

Railroads " Increase Freight
Rate 3 Cents a Hundred.

Refiners of Kansas and Okla-

homa Seek Court Restrained

Chicago, Feb. 25.' Oil refiners of
ioklahoma and Kansas wiu asu r eaerai
Judge Carpenter today to restrain
several railroads from effecting a pro
posed freight rate increase of 3 cents
a hundred pounds to Nebraska points.

George P. . Boyle, former attorney
for the interstate commerce commis--:
sion. and Oavid Stansbury, a former
assistant district attorney, will present
the plea of the refiners the National
Refining company of Ohio, and the
Consumers' Refining company of Chi- -
cago.

A year ago the interstate commerce
commission expressed an opinion that
the increase was justifiable. It is said
no order was ever entered, but the
railroads immediately announced an
, . r,M .1 ...,!.. ,;tl
be the first attempt ever made in the
courts, it is said, seeking an injunction
of a Jiropo9ed advance rate after the
matter had been passed upon by the
interstate commerce commission.

LADY WAR MEET
...

iiflnffiitpr of Late J. P. 3Ioreran
r K a Delegate.

Topeka to Send Envoy to Pre- -

paredness Council.

St. LouiH, Feb. 25. Miss Anne Mor-
gan, daughter of the late John Pier-po- nt

Morgan, will be a delegate to the
conference of mayors on national de-

fense, which will begin here March 3.

Word to this effect was received here
today by Mrs. Philip N. Moore, pres
ident of the National Crtuncil or wo

g.inizations
- ch

that nV?L"ZZ
the conference.

Mrs. Moore said that on Sunday.
March 5, a women's mass meeting
would be held here to "clinch the sen-- ;
timent of the women of the country in
the effort to prepare the nation to de--I
fend Itself successfully If attacked."

William B. Brewster, secretary of
j the committee of mayors that called
rh. fnnfor.nr. aniri tmlav tbnt Vie Hart

,m. f rileirHni from

Kansas City, Kan.

PANIC ON FAKE RUMOR

Chicago Board of Trade to Investigate
Slump in Wheat Price.

Chicago. Feb. 25. A rumor, which
was dented, but which, while it was
current on the board of trade near the
close yesterday, sent the price of wheat
down seven cents, will be investigated
by a committtee of the board, it was
stated today.

The rumor was to the effect that the
German ambassador had been hand-
ed his passports. It began circulating
about fifteen minutes before the close
and denial of its truth came too
to chock the decline. It is estimated
roughly that bull leaders dumped six
million bushels overboard and forced
other holders in this and outside mar-
kets to follow suit.
WHEAT MARKKT KECVIRATKS
Opens Higher Today and Panicky

Symptoms of Yesterday disappear.
Chicago. Feb. 25. Instead of show-

ing a fresh break in values the wheat
markets today surprised many trad-
ers by opening at an advance. Open-
ing quotations Jl 18 to $1.194 for
May and $l.14i to $1.15 for July,
were to 1 higher than yesterday s
finish. The reason for the upturn
seemed to be a reaction of the semi-panic-

felling of yesterday and op-
timism on the part of a majority cf
dealers that some practical way cut of
the difficulty with Germany would v t
be found.

Despite considerable nervoutmess
that was shown by a series of rapid
fluctuations, the market kept within a
normal range today, the difference be-
tween highest and lowest prices being
less than 3 cents. Closing prices were
firm at lc net advance, with May
$1.18 and July $1.15T.

DEADlNE NOfCRONES

Newark, N. J., Suicide Isn't Chicago
Anarchist Soup Poisoner.

Xew York, Feb. 25. The man who
committed suicide yesterday in New-
ark, X. J., was not Jean Crones, ihe
cht f who attempted to poison Arch-
bishop Mundelein and 300 gues's tt a
banquet in Chicago, the police said
Loday.

A patrolman who had known Crones
personally said that while the suicide
resembled the missing chef in many
respects he was a much larger man.

The Total Number in the State
Placed at 51,854

In a Report by J. C. 3IohIer,
Secretary of Agriculture.

WYANDOTTECOUNTY LEADS

Shawnee Is Second With a
Population of 5,32$.

Six Counties Have More Than
2,000 Negroes Each.

Kansas has a negro population of
51,8 54 and an Indian and Chinese
population of 903, according: to a re-
port by J. C. Mohler, sepretary of the
state, board of agriculture. The fig-
ures are taken from the recent decen-
nial census returns and show Shaw-
nee county second in negro population
of the state. Jackson county leads in
the number of Indians.

The Mohler record shows six coun-
ties' with more than 2,000 negroes
each,, .while eleven counties have a
negro population of more than 1,000
each. Wyandotte county leads in the
number of negroes, the record for the
county showing a total of 11,724.
Shawnee ' county is second with a col-
ored population of 5,328. Montgom-
ery Is third with 2,993, Sedgwick is
fourth with 2,590. Douglas county
fifth with 2,370 and Atchison sixth
with 2,178. In all of the six larger
negro counties, excepting Atchison,
the female population is greater than
the 'male. Yet the record for the state
shows more males than females. The
report for the state gives a population
of 26,030 negro males and 25,824 ne-
gro females.

The Mohler record showing Indians
and Chinese contains reports of Indian
or Chinese population in 28 of the 105
counties of the state. Jackson coun-
ty, which includes the large Pottawat-
omie reservation, shows an Indian
population of 493. Reports from oth-
er counties show: Atchison, 2; Bar-
ber, 2; Brown, 78; Chautauqua, 14;
Clay, 7 ; Cowley, 8 ; Doniphan, SI :

Douglas, 37; Ford, 5; Franklin, 46:
(Continued on 1'age 2.)

CITY HALL LYNCH

Mob Hangs egro in Front of
Municipal Building.

Woman He Attacked Shot Him
During' Struggle.

Cartersville, Ga.f Feb. 25. Jesi--
McCarkle. a negro about 30 years old,
was taken from jail here early today
by a mob of some 40 or 50 men Piid
boys and hanged to a tree in front oi
the city hall. His body was riddled
with bullets.

The negro was arrested last night
charged with having broken into the
nome of Mrs. A. T. Heath, near here,
and attacking her. He was caught
still bleeding from a wound m the
wrist where the woman had shot him
and with her pistol in his pocket.

Threats of lynching were made but
Sheriff W. W. Callaway, who led the
posse that caught the negro, succeeded
In taking him to jail. The sheriff left
the negro in charge of the night jailer
here. About 4 o clock this morning a
mob went to the jail.

One man, apparently the leader,
called the jailer, who said later he
thought a city policeman wanted to
put a prisoner in jail. When he opened
the door several men seized him and
took his keys. Others rushed in and
got the negro. The mob then went
to the city hall, near the center cf
town, and hanged the negro to a tree.
A vollev of shots then were fired at
the body. Mrs. Heath is said to be in
a serious condition.

PUT BOMB ON SHIP

German Merchant Involved In Alleged
Plot Which Killed Three.

Rio Janeiro, Feb. 25. A Bahia
newspaper says that a box containing

bomb was put on board the Lam- -
and Holt line steamship, Tenny

son, at Bahia, at the request of a Ger
man merchant by a person whose
identity has been discovered. The
authorities have started an investiga-
tion.

It was announced on February 22
that the Tennyson on the previous day
had put into port at Maranhao badly
damaged as the result of an explosion
believed by some to have Ceen caused
by an infernal machine and as a re-
sult of which three of the crew, one
an American, were killed.

Serb War Hero Iead.
Marseilles. Feb. 25. (via PariF,

Feb. 24. The Serbian colonel, Yosan
CugTinovitch, has died in the military
hospital here after a month's iilness.
In 1913 he was the first to enter
Adrianopte at the head of his regiment
end it was he who captured the Turk-
ish commander.

Buy Fly Paper
Invention for $1

Now He Is Rich
Portia, Ore., Feb. 25. The man

who introduced sticKy fly paper into
the United States runs a restaurant in
Portland and uses screen doors and
electric fans to keep the flies away.

His name Is Henry Scheuffler. He
learned to make sticky fly paper in
Stuttgart, Germany, then came to
America and started a bakery at
Grand Kapids. I'ich. He made a little
of the fly paper to use in his windows.

One day another German named
Thum gave Scheuffler a dollar to
learn how to make the sticky stuff.
Thum patented it and started a fac-
tory. The big corporation of Thum
brothers is the result. Scheuffler
spent his dollar and came west.

Pearl Higginbottom Tells of
Request From Man.

Story of Visits to the Rooms of
Charles Smith.

PUT HIS ARM AvtQUND HER

When She Objected He Slapped
Her, Pearl Says.

Preliminary Hearing in Statu
tory Offense Case.

Telling a simple story of the alleged
attempt of Charles Smith, a one-arm-

piano player, to commit a statutory
offense against her, Pearl Higginbot-
tom, 13 years old and pretty, went
on the stand in the court of Topka
this morning as the principal witness
against Smith. When the preliminary
hearing came up before Judge Rich-
er, Rad Lee, deputy county attorney,
submitted to the court an amended
complaint charging an attempted stat
utory offense. Smith was arrestetl on

warrant charging the actual com
mission of the crime. The amendment
was allowed by Judge Fisher and tes
timony or the girl and her motner was
taken. D. D. Mote, who witn inRooney, is representing Smith, waived
testimony for defense. Then W. 13.

Atchison, county attorney, appeared
in the court room and asked that the
complaint be amended again to read
as originally charging the commission
of the crime. Mote objected as the
defendant had been tried on the
charge of attempting the offense.
Judge Fisher adjourned court until
afternoon at 2 o'clock when the mat
ter was threshed out.

Owing to the nature of the case, the
court room was cleared during the
preliminary by Judge Fisher. The
room was pp.cked with spectators in
expectancy of racy testimony when
Judge Fisher made tne oraer. inar-hh- al

Frost cleared the rooms and al-

though tho crowd was orderly in fil-

ing out protests of dissatisfaction were
heard among the would-b- e listeners
after they were once outside.

Her Motlier Testifies.
Mrs. L,. B. Higginbottom. mother of

the girl, was the first to take the
stand. She testified that her daugh-
ter was 13 years old. Until a few
days ago Mrs. Higginbottom was em-
ployed as cashier and a musician at
the Best theater, she said. She said
Smith asked her once about the age
of her daughter. She said she saw
her daughter and Smith talking to-

gether at the Best.
Then the girl took the stand. Rad

T.e hecan the direct examination. . ,

Kko, testified that before she rant
awav to Grove, Kan., where she wasl
found with Hazel Gardner, age li,
dressed In hovs clothes she was a pu-

pil in the Fifth grade at Harrison
school.

"Do you know Smith?" asked Lee.
"Yes."
"How long?"
"Since before last Christmas, when

mother worked at the Best as cashier
and piano player.

"You went there?"
"Yes, about once a week."
"When did you first meet Smith?"

Met Him Before Christmas.
"Quite a while before Christmas."
"You talked to him?"
"TPS."
Who would start the conversa

tions?
"Mr. Smith."
"Ever go anywhere with Smith?" '
"No."
"Ever go any place where he was?"
"Yes, to his room on West Sixth."
"Why did you go?"
"He told me he had something to

show me."
"The first tinre you went there, who

was there?"
"The landlady and Smith."
"After she left after you came In.

was there anyone besides you and
Smith there?"

"No."
"What did Smith do and say then?"
"He put his arm around nre and

told me how nice I was."
"Was there anything offensive

then?"
"No."
"Did you go again?"
"Yes, a few days after that."
"Who was with you?"

Others Were There.
"Susie Zelington."
"Anyone else there?"
"Ed Delaney."
The girl- stated that Smith indirect-

ly proposed improper acts. "I told
him no," she testified. "And then I
left."

"Did you go again?"
"Yes, three or four davs later."
"Why?"
"He said he was sorry and prom-

ised not to act that way again."
"There was another girl with me

when I went the third time," explained
the witness. "When we got to Mr.
Smith's room she combed her hair
and went out. I went behind the
door."

It was then the girl said Smith came
in and made the attempt to commit
improper acts. She claimed to have
struggled but made no outcry.

"I refused," she said, "and he
slapped me."

D. D. Mote then took the witness
for Under Mote's
questioning the girl stated "that
Smith asked the other girl In the
room to go out."

"Why did you go up to Smith's
room ?" asked Mote.

"Because I cared for him."
"Did you ever ask him for money?"

Asked Him for Money.
"Afterwards I told him I had ought

to have $5."
"Didn't you accuse him and threat-

en to tell on him if he didn't give you
money."

"I told him I would tell."
"Whom were you going to tell?"
"1 don't know."
"What did you want with the

money?"
"To go away." (The girl stated that

the demand was made a short time be-
fore the Grove escapade.)

"Did you ever tell on him?"
"I never told anyone except Haze!

Gardner and she told mother."
(Continued on Face SiiO

Report IndieatesGermanj-Woul-

Not Break With U. S.

Latest Reply Asks Definition of
Offensive Armament.

UPSETS BRITISH FORECAST

Document Will Reach Wash-

ington In 48 Hours.

Germans Won't Defy U. S. by
More Sub Warfare.

London, Feb. 25. Germany, in her
reply to the latest representation from
America, asks the United States to de-

fine offensive armament, according to
unconfirmed Amsterdam dispatches
received here today.

The German foreign office, accord-
ing to the Amsterdam report, asks the
United States to specify what size of
a gun it deems necessary for defen-
sive purposes. In this manner, Am-
sterdam reported, Germany hopes to
force from the American state depart-
ment an exact definition of offensive
and defensive armament that may
prov embarrassing to owners of bel-
ligerent ships, which have, been en-
tering American ports with guns of
comparatively large calibers.

Keep Issue Open.
It is believed too, that Germany

hopes in this manner to prolong the
negotiations until srntiment in both
countries over the new armed mer-
chantmen crisis has subsided, when
German diplomats will find an agree-
able way of extricating themselves
from an awkward position.

The report has naturally upset Eng-
land's forecast of the kaiser's plans.
Previously, it was believed Germany
had completed a new flotilla of sub-
marines and had trained new crews.
intending to defy America by a re-
newal of submarine operations until
th latest submarine flotilla had been
destroyed by allied war craft.

The reply, it was stated, is on the
way to Washington and should be de
livered to the American state depart-
ment within forty-eig- ht hours and
possibly within twenty-fou- r hours. Of-
ficial circles here said the report ie
an indication that Germany does not
want to break, with. America and is
preparing to yield

MAYTUlWGAS
City Refuses to Pay Bill Pre-

sented by Company.

Terms or franchise tall for a
Free Supply.

Will the Consumers Light Heat &
Power company treat the city like any
ordinary gas consumer and cut off its
gas because it refuses to pay its cur
rent bill?

The city refuses and it is up to the
gas company. The . department of
public buildings received the first gas
bill ever made out to it today and
Commissioner W L. Porter declared
it would not be paid. It is for about
$20.

When the city gave the gas com
pany a franchise authorizing it to lay
its mains in the streets and alleys it
secured a contract which provides
that the city shall nave rr-?- gas dur
ing the life of the franchise. The
franchise is still alive but the gas
company holds that the contract
a corpse.

The public utilities commission in
granting an increase in the price of
gas attempted to annul all existing
franchise contiacts under wnicn cities
were receiving their gas for nothing.
Several of the cities have concluded
that the commission overstepped its
authority and have brought suit to set
aside the order of the commission.
Suits were brought by Atchison, Law-
rence, and Topeka in the district
court and were removed from there
to the federal court where they are
pending.

In the meantime Commissioner Por-
ter proposes to stand on the old fran-
chise agreement and refuses to O. K..
the MIL.

COLDEST IN 10 DAYS

The Temperature SUU Is 4 Degrees
Above Normal.

The temperature remains above
normal and a continuation of the
March variety of weather is predicted
The mercury went down to 27 degrees
at 7:30 o'clock this morning, the low-
est of the twenty-fou- r hours. The
wind has veered around to the west
and the mercury is climbing. The
Kaw river is still falling slowly.

Fair weather with not much change
in temperature is the forecast. Tem-
peratures of 25 degrees are predicted
for ur shipments In all directions
by the shippers' forecast.

The lowesi reading this morning, 27
degrees, is 4 degrees above normal for
this date. The time when extreme
temperatures might occur is rapidly
passing, and nothing in the ay of
severe weather is In sight. The read-
ing this morning was the lowest in the
past ten days.

On this date in 1896 the highest
temperature on record, 74 degrees, oc-

curred. The low record is degrees,
established in 1913. The Kaw rivet
fell three-tent- of a foot since Thurs-
day morning, making the stage today
9 feet.

Temperatures today averaged 5 de-
grees above normal. The wind is in
the northwest, blowing at the rate of
12 miles an hour. Following are hour-
ly temperature readings furnished by
the weather bureau

o'clock 28 11 o'clock 38
8 o'clock 2 8 12 o'clock. . ...41
9 o'clock 30 1 o'clock 47

10 o'clock 34 2 o'clock ..... 4 8

Weather Forecast for Kansas.
Fair tonight and Saturday;

much change in temperature.

In Direct Opposition to Policy
Advocated by Wilson. ."

BUT W00DR0W IS UNSWERYED

Is Told House Is Two to One
Against His Flan.

Leaders Leave White House De-

claring Situation Grave.

GERMANY POSTPONES THREAT

'ew at Raid on Merchant-
men Deferred a Month.

Maintain Americans' Rights on
Sea Is Executive's Demand.

Washington, Feb. 25. Tele-
grams to congressmen from Wil-

liam Jennings Bryan supporting
the movement for warning
Americans off armed ships be-

gan arriving today. Represen-
tative Bailey of Pennsylvania re-

ceived one and planned to read it
from the floor.

Representative Bailey, after a con.
ference with Majority Leader Kitchin,
however, simply made public the tele-
gram, wheh follows:

"I honestly hope that congress will
speedily announce legislation rofusiug
passports to Americans traveling on
belligerent ships, or still better, refus-
ing clearance to belligerent ships car-
rying American passengers.

Refuse Clearance Papers.
"No owner of belligerent ship will

claim that he has the right to safe
guard a contraband cargo with Ameri-
can lives and no citizen should be per-
mitted to endanger th peace of tha
nation at a time like this. Ours la the
greatest of the neutral nations and will
probably be the mediator when the
time comes for mediation. It would
be a crime against civilization as w-1- 1

as against our own people to become
involved in this war and thus loan our
army and navy to a European inoa.
arch to use In settling his quarrels.

"If congress has the right to declare
war it certainly has the right to pro-
mote peace by restraining citizen
from taking unnecessary risks. A
mayor keeps the people of his city out
of the danger zone during a riot. Can
our government afford to do lesa when
the world is in riot?"

"That is right," Representative
Bailey quoted Mr. Kitchin aa saying;
when he read the telegram.

Confers With Leaders.
President Wilson reiterated his op-

position to any action In congress
warning Americans off armed ships in
a conference early today with Speaker
Clark, Majority Leader Kitchin and
Chairman Flood of the house foreign
affairs committee. They in turn tuld
the president that if such a resolution
were brought to a vote in the house at
this time it would be passed by a
maioritv of two to one.

I The president was unshaken in his
position that congress should take no
action embarrassing his contention

j that the rights of Americans on the
seas must be upheld at any cost and
repeated what he had written butt
night to Senator Stone. The house

' leader told the president nothing
would be done today, but they ven- -i

tured no predictions for the future,
i They admitted that the situation was
serious and could not forecast how far
the sentiment In congress would be

(swayed by the publication of the
president's views in his letter to Sea--
ator Stone.

Postpone Raid Law.
When the conference was over

Speaker Clark said there waa a
; rumor that Germany would postpone
the beginning of the new submarine
campaign until April 1 or the middle
of March. He would not say whether
he got his information from the presi-
dent.

' "The sum and substance of the con-- i
ference," Speaker Clark said, "out
side of an explanation made as to the
temper of the house regarding the di-

plomatic situation with Germany and
some argument on both sides. Is fully
set out in Senator Stone's letter to
the president and the president's let-
ter to Senator Stone.

"We explained to the president how
the house felt, in our judgment. I told
the president that this warning reso-
lution would carry two to one if their
ever got a chance for a vote.

"At the conclusion of the confer-
ence it was very clear to all that tha
president stands on his letter to Stone.

"We told the president that in the
event of such a postponement all ac-
tion Jn congress certainly would be

Continued on Page Six.

DIVORCE MAKES DEBUT

IN NEW BRAZIL CODE

Rio de Janeiro. Feb. 25.
hitherto absolutely prohibit-

ed, hes driven the entering wedge
into the laws of Brazil. In the new
civil code, a more than six years'
work of the fetieral congress com-
mission and signed by President
Wenceslau Braa last week, absolute
divorce is permitted by the unhap-
pily murricd out they cannot
marry again- -

reported the French war office, with- - Topeka and Lawrence, Kan.; Cleve-o- ut

specifically admitting the loss of ,and Toledo, Columbus. Cincinnati,
these villages. Louisville. Indianapolis, Chicago, Mil- -

Berlin reported that French prison- - waukee- - Minneapolis, St. Paul, Des
era have now increased to 10.000 and jjn, Omaha, Kansas City, Mo., and

GET S, 0. S. SIGNAL

All Passengers Rescued Offi

Liner After Collision.

Steamer and Coast Guard Pick
Up Distress Message.

Norfolk, Va Feb. 25. All of the
passengers aboard the Merchants and
Miners' liner Cretan, which was dam-
aged in collision with a schooner
early today, 14 miles from Cape Hat-tera- s,

were safely transferred to the
steamer Dorothy several hours later,
according to a radio message received
at the local office of the Merchants'
and Miners' company.

The Cretan, with her captain and
crew aboard and convoyed by the
Dorothy, is slowly making her way to
Norfolk. Her bow is stove in and she
is otherwise damaged. The condition
of the schooner was not known here

The steamer San Jacinto of the Mai-lor- y

line, and the coast guard cutter
Onondaga, hurried to the scene after
picking up the "S. O. S." wireless sig-
nals.

The messages gave no further par-
ticulars. The Cretan is a vessel of
2,350 tons belonging to the Merchants'
and Miners Transportation company
and hailing from Baltimore, Md. She
was built at Chester, Pa., in 1882, and
is 267 feet long. She has been en-
gaged in service between Philadelphia
and Jacksonville.

2 HOLD UP TRAIN

Express Safe Withstood Five
Charges of Dynamite.

Bandits Loot Registered 3Iail
and Escape on Engine.

Seattle, Wash., Feb. 25. Two ban-
dits, heavily armed, held up the
Northern Pacific's eastbound North
Coast limited train near Covington,
25 miles east of Seattle, last night and
after uncoupling the baggage and
mall cars, which they ran a short dis-
tance up the track, stole five pouches
of registered mail which had just been
received from the Orient and was be-
ing forwarded to New York.

The bandits used five charges Of
dynamite in an attempt to blow open
the express safe but the reports re-
ceived shortly before midnight said
the safe had withstood the effects of
the explosion. Officials of the North-er- n

Express company said the safe
contained nothing but company re-
ports being forwarded to St. Paul.

After robbing the mail car and fail-
ing to blow open the express safe, the
robbers uncoupled the engine which
they ran two miles up the track to
within a mile of Ravensdale, where
they abandoned the engine and es-
caped. Four of the registered mail
pouches were found on the floor of
the engine cab. The pouches faad
been cut open and letters and pack-
ages rifled. Post office officials were
unable to make even a guess as to the
value of the loot obtained by the rob-
bers.

AGED COUPLE DIE SAME

HOUR; MARRIED 68 YEARS

Brookfield, Mo., Feb. 25. James
Campbell and his wife, both ninety
years old, who were stricken with
grip at the same time a week ago,
died at almost the same hour to-
day.

They hau been married sixty-eig- ht

years.

Increase of $6,700,000 in Last
Seven Months.

Operating Expense . in ; Same
Period, $3,200,000. ;

ChIeagro Feb.' 25. An increase In
the gross operating revenue of the
Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe railway
system of J6.700, 000 during the. last
seven months of the fiscal year of
1915, over a similar period in the pre-
ceding year is shown in a report is-

sued today.
Operating expenses during the same

period increased J3. 200,000.
The gross operating revenue f"r

January, 1916, showed an increase of
J800.000 over that of January. 1915,
and the operating expenses during the
same period increased $649,000.

TO FREE POLAND

Germans Offer Independence to
Long Oppressed People.

In Return They Ask an Army
of Half a Million.

Petrograd, Feb. 25. A striking fea- -
ture of the debate in the duma is tne
revelation of a German plan o win
over the Poles by promise of an in-
dependent Polish &tate.

The scheme, as disclosed by a Pol-
ish correspondent, M. Miliukot',
would provide for the Incorporation
cf Posen and Lithunia, the new state
to furnish in return a Polish army
half a million strong to fight Ger-
many's battles.

The writer avers that Germany is
prepared to cede Posen to the Poles
in lieu of the Baltic provinces. It is
also proposed to annex Lithunia and
Bielostok to the Polish state.

While agreeing with Foreign Min-
ister Sazanoff that the Poles will never
thus betray Russia, M. Mlliukoff in-

sisted that in the present circum-
stances a mere reiteration of prom-
ises is insufficient and it behooves the
Russian authorities to decide before-
hand the policy to be adopted when
the Russian armies reconquer Poland.

THAT'S IT, BLAME US!

Entire Suffrage Cause ots Brunt of
Cliicagn Petticoat Graft Scandal.

Chicago, Feb. 25. Fear that
the charges of "split salary"
made by Mrs. Pa?e Kntnn
against her superior, Mrs! Louise
Osborne Rowe. head of the mu-
nicipal department of public wel-
fare. would cast reflections on
suffrage was voiced by prominent
suffrage leaders today.

"If any woman does anything
wrong in any way it is an argu-
ment against suffrage." said Mrs. '

Catherine Waugh McCulloch, a
leader in , the Illinois suffrage
movement.

"There is no Henying it. there's
no logic in it. TTle whole coun-
try is looking at Chicago. We
have to be on our good behavior.
It must be rLil, however, that
neither of the women involved
were backed by suffrage organi-
zation. But even so, we shall be
judged by the conduct of two wo-
men."

Mrs. Katon today repeated herstory that she was forced to pay
one-thir- d of her $3,000 salary to
aid Mrs. Margaret- - E. Mivelaz.
sister-in-la- w of Mayor Thompson,
before the civil service

tnat tne r reni n lusseM, uuuer 1110
crown prince s onslaughts, have been
very heavy.

Two War lords Meet.
In answer to the French claims that

the Germans have suffered enormous
losses, theGerman war office declared
that the French losses thus far have
been extraordinarily severe.

Berlin also reported the capture of
immense quantities of supplies, the
exact amount having not yet been
compiled.

The two war lords of Furope are
now directing the operations in thegreat battle for Verdun. Paris dis-
patches this afternoon reported that
General Joffre has arrived at the
French front and is personally direct-
ing the defense of the fortress. The
news has created great enthusiasm in
Paris.

Lull In Battle.
Across the battlefront the kaiser,

surrounded by his ablest staff officers
and the crown prince, are planning the
blow being Btruck in the greatest Ger-
man offensive since the defeat of the
Marne.

Though there is an apparent con-
tradiction between the Berlin and
French official statements, the latterreporting a lull of infantry action, it is
believed the Paris official report cov-
ers later operations. It appears prob-
able that the operations mentioned by
Berlin occurred early last evening andthat following these reported ad-
vances, there was little or no infantry-fightin-

on the Verdun front, as Parisclaims, this afternoon.
Chock Only Temporary.

The check reported to have beenadministered to the advancing Ger-mans may be only temporary. AllParis dispatches today agreed thatthe titanic struggle tn the Meuse
woods mark the beginning of thegreatest German offensive blow sincethe drive on Paris was defeated at
the Marne early in the war. Dis-
patch quoted from what purported
to be an order of the day issued by
a German corps commander, in- -

(Coutlnued on Page f'lxj

CHAMPION LOST CANINE

HAS STRAYED 168 TIMES

Cleveland. O.. Feb. 25. A. R.
Rtimsey. clvef commisn'oner of theLake Carriers' association, is look-
ing for his dog Perry again. Kum-e- y

his dog is the champion
lost canine of the United States."Perry has been lost 168 times in
14 years" said Kumsey today. "Ithas coat me an average of $500 avear to get him back."


